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FOREWORD
A patron recently told the staff that they attended the 
Library’s opening on Remembrance Day in 1950 and have 
continued to visit us to this day. That seventy-five years 
later, the Library still remains their favourite place. Your 
support and generosity ensures that WVML remains a 
special place for our patrons.

Thanks to donor support, 2025 was a year of great 
conversations. Our Big Ideas series hosted Douglas 
Coupland in conversation with Marsha Lederman, as well 
as Art Talks with West Vancouver Art Museum curator 
Pantea Haghighi in conversation with master weaver 
Chepximiya Siyam’ Chief Dr. Janice George and architect 
John Patkau.

Each year, the Foundation contributes close to $300,000 
to enhance library collections, bring inspiring thinkers 
to our community, and support beloved programs. In 
this special anniversary year, donor support also enabled 
several new initiatives, which you’ll read about in this 
newsletter.

WVML can make this impact only because of you, our 
donors. Your support ensures that WVML remains a 
welcoming space for all our visitors. To celebrate 75 years 
of generosity, each donor who gives $75 or more in  
2025 will be entered to win a special-edition 
commemorative coin.

With gratitude,
Anjili Bahadoorsingh, Chair, WVML Foundation     
Stephanie Hall, Director, WVML

wvml.ca/foundation/news

Celebrating WVML’s 75th year.

As part of our Big Ideas series, acclaimed author 
Douglas Coupland joined Marsha Lederman for a 
special conversation.

Special commemorative coins celebrating 75 years  
of WVML.
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CELEBRATING 
75 YEARS

As part of the Library’s 75th Anniversary celebrations and co-funded by the West Vancouver Foundation, staff 
commissioned local award-winning artist and LEGO® Master Paul Hetherington to create a detailed replica of 
the West Vancouver Memorial Library. Built from 17,850 individual pieces and completed in over 90 hours, the 
sculpture displayed in the Main Hall continues to draw crowds of all ages. 

The Library also launched a community archive project to capture personal memories, moments, and connections 
around WVML. A recording space was created in the Main Hall, allowing patrons to share their stories about how 
WVML has played a part in their lives. Hundreds of stories were recorded, and we look forward to sharing a selection 
with the community soon.  

This fall, we hosted Remembering the Early Years:  
A 75th Anniversary Fundraiser. This celebration raised 
more than $60,000 in a single evening. These funds 
will directly support programming for the community. 
We extend our sincere thanks to everyone who bought 
tickets, made a donation, participated in the auction, 
and, of course, our sponsors: British Properties, Park 
Royal, The Partners Vancouver, Beedie, Grosvenor, 
Intergulf Development Group, North Shore News, 
Northwest Properties, Onni Group, Westerleigh Parc, 
and BC Partners in Planning Ltd. 

This year, the Library was pleased to welcome Canadian 
clarinetist Dr. Liam Hockley as our 2025 Sound Artist 
in Residence. During his residency, Hockley hosted two 
guided listening talks: Sound and Place and Sound 
and Society. In these sessions, he introduced audiences 
to the evolution of sound art from the 1940s to the 
present day, examining how recording technology, 
field recordings, and experimental composition can 
convey narratives, depict place, and evoke memories. 
He also led multiple Sound Walks, during which 

participants explored local green spaces, learned about 
mindful listening and the impact of the environment on 
perception. Additionally, participants had the opportunity 
to create their own short sound pieces using the Library’s 
Recording Studio. The residency concluded with Hockley's 
performance at our first-ever Welsh Music Salon.  

HONOURING OUR DONORS AND SPONSORS 

This year, 11 donors committed monthly gifts to 
ensure we can build up substantial support into 
the future. Another significant contribution this 
year was a $40,000 donation from Yvonne 
Wagner. Her generosity will help sustain 
Library programs for years to come. 

We are deeply grateful to our ongoing 
sponsors for their continued commitment to 
art, music, and literary events, including  
British Properties, Amica West 
Vancouver, and Westerleigh PARC.

SOUND ARTIST 
IN RESIDENCE  



Introducing our NEW BOARD MEMBERS

Jenny Bunning 
I’m a federal public servant 
who values community 
and connection. I grew up 
spending countless hours in 
the Edgemont Village Library, 
and now I get to share that 
same love with my daughter at 

the West Vancouver Library. With experience 
in policy, engagement, and fundraising, I’m 
committed to supporting programs that help 
families learn, grow, and thrive.  

Debra Hadden 
Having raised my family in 
West Vancouver, I have always 
seen the library as an amazing 
educational resource and hub 
for our community. I have more 
than 20 years of experience 
in corporate communications 

and currently work with technology companies 
developing public relations strategies. It's an 
honour to apply my experience to the WVML 
Foundation.

Patti Hepburn 
I am a semi-retired commercial  
lawyer who has made West 
Vancouver home for my family 
for the past 30 years. I have 
a passion for learning and 
reading great literature, but, 
moreover, marvel at the Library’s 

ability to bring people together to make human 
connections.  I have joined the Foundation Board 
to support that cause and to say thank you. 

Erin Hood 
Born and raised in West 
Vancouver, I have been a 
patron of the library since a 
young age. I now enjoy sharing 
my love of books and the 
library with my own small kids. 
As a Chartered Professional 

Accountant (CPA), I am thrilled to have the 
opportunity to lend my skillsets to support 
an organization and a community that has 
benefitted me throughout my life. 

•	 Multilingual materials 
•	 Technology infrastructure and digital  
	 literacy programming

KEY INVESTMENTS

2025
Budgeted 
amounts 
for WVML

 Collections $104,760 

 Programming $174,050

 Technology $40,000

Thanks to our generous donors, our world-class library offers more state-of-the-art equipment, expanded print 
and digital book selections, and innovative programs from our talented staff. 

Thanks to donor support, the library invested in: 

•	 75th Anniversary exhibits and archival projects 
•	 Enhanced Recording Studio equipment 
•	 Expanded children’s and adult collections 



  

THANK YOU TO OUR DONORS + SPONSORS 
OCTOBER 1, 2024 – SEPTEMBER 30, 2025

$5000+
Margaret Jackson
Pieters-Horstman Foundation
Yvonne Wagner

$2500 – $4999
Stephanie Hall
Jeryll Krogseth
Junmei Zhao &  
Hamish Somerville 
Elizabeth Tompkins
Jan Van Rooden

$1000 – $2499
Atkinson Fund 
Michael Bolton
Patricia Bowles
Ruth Brodie 
Jan M Davies
Karen Davis
The Dawn & Axel Rehkatsch 
Foundation 
Helpalittle Foundation 
Susan Herd
Bill Koch
Barbara Lacey
Dan & Cindy Le Dressay
Reay & Lynda Mackay 
Jon Palfrey
Peter Rozee & Fanny Patterson  
Helen Storey
Jane & Robert Strang

$500 – $999
Gladys Botnen
Gail Bouskill
Jenny Bunning & Andrew 
Mollard 
Byzantium Books 
Timothy Caulfield
Pamela Clark
William Coulter
Paula da Rosa
Max Hager
Catherine Harasym
Gerald Heddinger

Martin Jones
Heather Kaart
Andy Krawczyk & Janice Rae 
Donna Mackey
Mary Miller
Margaret Murray
Dennis Perry
Sherrill Purves
Vincent Scali
Shelagh Van Kempen
Norma Young

$250 – $499
Sherri Armstrong
Anjili Bahadoorsingh
Hannelore Baumgart
Scott Brownlie
Dorothy Byrne
Allan Catacutan
Carol Chestnut
Darlene Clarke Hole
Penny Collett
Barbara Collingwood
Margaret Corbett
Dieter Diedericks
Frances Dowdeswell
Caroline Duncan
Pauline Fitzgerald
Eva Francis
Edward Frazer
Louise Given
Padraig Gooderham
Louis & Jani Guzy
Willa Harasym
Allyson Haug
Mary Lansdell
Joanne Larsen
Trevor Lautens
Marlene Lougheed
Bill Marchant
Tammy Matthew
Charlotte &  
Patrick McLaughlin
Victoria Mendes
John Moir
Anne Morley

Rosemary Murchison
Robert Sanderson
Rozmin Sayani
Jatinder Sidhu
Janet Simpson
Zhaoqi Song
Joanne Unruh
Helen Vanee
Frances Vice
Lloyd & Natalie Warnes
Jennifer Webb
Karen Williams
Sandra Wilson
Margaret Worthy
Anna Zaitzeff

$100 – $249
Donald Allan
Nini Baird
Christine Banham
Geri Barnes
Nora Batchelor 
Michelle Brazeau
Jeanne Cady-Brown
Mary Jo Campbell
Kate Clifford
Barbara Colquhoun
Axel Conradi
Robert Cooper
Shirley Cutts
Cynthia Des Brisay
John Elliott
Mary Louise Farnan
Julie Flowerdew
Violet Foo
Heather Fraser
Nora Gambioli
Ildiko George
Vahid Ghafarpour
Barrie & Ann Gillmore
Teresa Godinho
Jan Guenther
Mei Mei Guo
Joyce Hales
Mary Hamm
Shan He

Linda Heel
Silvia Heinrich
May Henry
Margaret Hill
Jane Jones
Rosemarie Kahnau
Sheila Kerr
Sheila Lamb
Jacqueline Lane
Ross Lewis
Merle Loyst
Janice MacDougall
G.B. John Mancini
Drena Margarita Gomes
Nancy Martin
Bruna  Martinuzzi
Joan McLeod
Ailve McNestry
Sharon Milbourne
Patricia Morris
Donald Murray
Charles Perrin
Patsy Pollak
Amy Pressman
Laila Radage
Carol Ann Robinson
Marilyn W. Ross
Sonja Sanguinetti
Behnaz Sepahdari
Charlaine Shepherd
Margaret E. Shugg
Jillian Stirk
Janet Tennant
Lorne & Wendy Topham
Joy Tutsch
Nadine Urquhart
Kay Vinall
Tracy Wachmann
Rosalyn Walton
Thorie Whyte
Kay Wiewel
James Wilson
Robert Wyckham
Peng Xu
Juan Yang
Ying Zhou

Up to $100
Emma Arnell
Nancy Beaty
Merla Beckerman
Hal Bell-Irving
William Brymer
Donna Chan
Lea Chmelauskas
Chris Cunningham
William Currie
Polly Evenden
Mirjana Galovich
Sukhdev Gill
Julia Hedley
Patricia Hepburn
Erin Hood
Bev Hurlburt
Adrienne Jones
Alaina Kotowski
Michael Lynch
Laura McConville
Donna Mihm
Sayeeda Nathoo
Leonie Page
Donald Robertson
Catherine Schachtel
Heidemarie Schmidt
Gloria Shaw
Maureen Sherman
Jacqueline Smith
Jane Srivastava
Jan Timmer
Jimmy Carl Whitehead
Marianne Zandron
Hongjie Zhu

We gratefully 
acknowledge other 
gifts from donors who 
wished to remain anonymous.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
WVML FOUNDATION
Anjili Bahadoorsingh (Chair), Carol Chestnut  
(Vice Chair), Michael Bolton (Treasurer),  
Charlotte McLaughlin (Secretary), Patricia Bowles 
(Chair, Engagement), Douglas Brown, Scott Brownlie, 
Jennifer Bunning, Vahid Ghafarpour, Debra Hadden, 
Patricia Hepburn, Erin Hood, and Tracy Wachmann. 

DONATE NOW

Cheques are welcome, or save time 
writing cheques by donating online 
at wvml.ca/donate.

Alternatively, you can set up monthly 
giving or consider leaving a legacy gift. 




