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Digitizing VHS Tapes and DVDs
using Elgato Video Capture
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I. Equipment
This digitization project requires the following equipment (borrow at CCC desk):

VCR (DVD/VHS player)

Elgato Video Capture device
Headphones
VHS-C to VHS Converter (only for VHS-C tapes) \\ //
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II. Getting Started

Log in to the Digitization on Demand computer. You can log in with your library
card or a guest pass.

Plug one end of the composite
RCA cable (yellow, white, and
red) into the correspounding
LINE OUT outputs on the back
of the VHS/DVD player.
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Plug the other end of the RCA
cables into the Elgato Video
Capture device.

Plug the USB end of the Elgato
Video Capture device directly
into the computer.

Please do not use a USB hub.
Elgato requires a direct
connection.
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Plug in the VHS/DVD Player
power cord.

ITI. Setting Up Elgato Video Capture
III.I. Get Started

Open the Elgato Video Capture application on the computer.

The application will guide you through the video digitization
process. Follow the prompts on the screen.

B} Elgato Video Capture = x

video capture I\[

Recerd video from a VCR, DVR, set-top box, camcorder or any other analog video source to
watch and share on your PC.

Play your captured video in Windows Media Player or add it to iTunes to sync with an iPod,
iPhone or Apple TV. You can also upload the vides directly into your YouTube account, or edit it
Get Started right away in Windows Live Movie Maker.

Caonnect Video

What is the name of this movie?

Connect Audio Digitization is Fun!

Name your movie

Approximately how long is the movie? an d se | eCt t h e

Ll 60 Minutes - k
Finish Up 10 Minutes ed. apprOX|mate |ength

30 Minutes

o of the movie.

120 Minutes

Record

180 Minutes
Custom...

Go Back Preferences Continue
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Before you continue,
you can click
Preferences to adjust

® o o o the settings of your

project.
Preferences X
General Video Audic

Save movies in: ﬂ Videos -
B Cr T Users » T WVML » uvideos
@ High Resolution (Needs a fast PC)
[_| Preserve Source Format |n Preferences, yOU
B Automatically check for Updates can togg|e between

General, Video, and
Audio settings to
personalize your
Preferences * || digitization project.
General Video  Audio

Cancel

Find definitions of

Brightness: v 0 Video and Audio
Contrast: v 0 terms in the
Saturation: [ | 0 Glossary.
Hue: [ | 0
You can also change
Default your preferences
after you have
Cancel recorded your
Preferences x movie.

General Video Audio
Once you are

Gain: [ | 0dB satisfied with your
settings, click OK.

Cancel

In the original Elgato
window, click

Go Back Preferences Continue H
| | Continue.
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ITI.II. Connect Video

B Ugato Video Capture

video capture f\s*=

Get Started
Connect Video
Connect Audio

Record

Trim

Turn on the VCR and insert
your VHS tape or DVD.

* Use the VHS-C to VHS
Converter if you have a VHS-C
tape

S-Video Composite ("RCA")

When you see your video, click “Continue”.

Go Back Preferences

Select the Video Input and
Aspect Ratio.

VHS tapes are usually 4:3.
Widescreen DVDs are 16:9.

Your VHS/DVD should play in
the preview box.

Click Continue.
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III.III. Connect Audio

Before continuing, check that:

Bar

o Your headphones are plugged in to the computer
o The computer system sound is on and the volume is at an audible level

o To check, click the volume symbol 1) on the bottom right of the Task

B Elgato Video Capture

video capture M\s==

Get Started
Connect Video
Connect Audio
Record

Trim

Finish Up

elgato

If you do not hear sound from

Elgato, please double-check that
the red and white RCA cables are
securely plugged in at both ends.

If you hear sound and the bars are
green, click Continue.

IV. Record

Elgato Video Capture

video capture M\

Get Started
Connect Video
Connect Audio
Record

Trim

Finish Up

(] Automatically stop recording after 59 minutes
[J Mute sound

Go Back Preferences Duration: 19 seconds (5.4 MB)

S S -

o

Stop Recording

If you would like
Elgato to stop
recording after your
estimated video
length, check the
box next to
Automatically stop
recording after X
minutes.

You are also able to
click Stop
Recording at any
time.

If you would like to
record the audio of
your movie, make
the Mute sound box
is not checked.
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Rewind your VHS to
the beginning.

Hit Pause once you
have rewound the
tape to the
begininning (or
wherever you would
like to start your
recording).

DVDs should
automatically begin
at the Main Menu.

Automatically stop recording after &0 minutes
Mute sound

Go Back

Start Recording

Click the red Start
Recording button in
the Elgato
application.

Then, press Play on
the VCR. Your movie
will start recording.

button.

own.

You will need to wait for the duration of your movie while it is recorded.

Once you would like to stop the recording, you can click the red Stop Recording

If you had checked the box to automatically stop the recording, it will stop on its
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V. Trim

This is an optional step. If you do not wish to trim your recording, you may click

Continue.

If you would like to
change your Audio,
Video, and File
Destination settings,
you may click
Preferences (see
section IlL.1. Get
Started above).

B Elgato Video Capture

Get Started
Connect Video
Connect Audio
Record

Trim

Finish Up

00:39

r'—‘(

You can trim the start and end of your recording here.

Go Back Preferences

Continue

Click, hold, and
drag the triangular
blue flags beneath
the video bar to
adjust the Start and
Finish of your
movie.

The striped part of
the bar will be
trimmed.

The grey part of the
bar is what you're
keeping.

When you are finished trimming, click Continue.
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VI. Finish Up

Your movie will automatically save in the file location you chose in Preferences. By
default, this is the Videos folder on the PC.
B Elgato Video Capture = x|
_ Vo movi s e ety Elgato will give you a few
video capture [+ SESISESIORERTANY . TR LA | default options for what
Hintvesldyo e denee? | to do with your digitized
Get Started (2] Praywith Windows Media Player movie.
Connect Video
Connect Audio B oomomsmmmosn If you would like to
Record &, e | create a new recording,
g click Again and the
L T - S T application will restart
‘ from the beginning.
Youfl- Upload to VouTube
If you are finished
recording, click Quit.
Again Preferences Quit
B voer n - T w0
© - FEETE o - | You will find your final
© v N Ovewo = | | SCans in File
o Explorer = in the
: _ = ‘ folder you chose in
i o T T | Preferences.
0 o
(B If you did not choose a
l%fﬁ?i;"“k i folder, it will be in
B | Videos.
Copy it to your USB
storage device or save it
to a cloud storage
service.
s =g
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